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Chapter 5

Summary, Conclusions, and Recommendations

Summary

The purpose of the study was to explore the attitudes and
feelings of individual students and their parents about
retention and to report their recollections of feelings from
that experience, as well as their present feelings and
attitudes about retention. The design of the study was
individual interviews, utilizing questions adapted from
Deborah Byrnes' research (1985) with elementary students
during the year of their retention, to present follow-up data on
the effects of retention. Grades, test scores, and other school
data were also gathered to provide a context for the feelings
and attitudes expressed by the study subjects. The
information that was collected came from the 22 étudents and
parent(s) of 11 students who agreed to participate in the
study.

The information from the interviews and school records
were combined and presented individually in a series of
narrative descriptions for each of the students. While each of
the retention stories was as unique as the individual student
or parent, several factors provide categories for consideration

of this study beyond each individual.
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The following personal and home factors for each of the
22 students in the study are included in Table 1:

Gender - M = male, F = female;

Age - the student's age in years and months when he/she
entered kindergarten;

Family - family structure at the time of retention,
N = nuclear family, B = blended family, SM = single mother;

Working mother - student's mother was employed outside
the home at the time of retention;

Blue collar jobs - parent(s) had blue collar jobs;

Parent acceptance - parent(s) indicated supporting
attitudes and feelings about retention; and

Student positive - student indicated acceptance of his or
her retention;

The following school for each of the 22 students in the
study are included in Table 2:

Retention Grade - grade level the student was retained;

Year Retained - the year the recommendation was made
to retain the student;

Recommendation - P = retention was requested by
parent(s), S = school recommended retention;

Achievement - based on school records, the student had

academic difficulty;
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Reading - based on school! records, the student had
difficulty with reading;

Repeat Grades - based on school records, the student had
higher grades during the repeat year than the year the student
had been retained;

Sped Services - the student was verified to receive
special education services;

1994-95 Grade - grade level of the student when the
interview was conducted;

The factors included in Tables 1 and 2 on the next two

pages provides a starting point for the presentation of the

findings from the study.
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Gender - M = male, F = female
School age - Student's age at school entrance
Family - N = nuclear family, SM = single mother, B = blended family

Working mother - outside the home at the time of retention
Blue collar jobs - One or both parents
Parent positive - Overall positive feelings about the retention

Student positive - Overall positive feelings about the retention

178



Table 2 179

School Factors
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Retention grade - grade level repeated by student

Year retained - the year when decision was made for student to repeat
Recommendation - P = Parent request, S = School recommendation
Achievement - Student was having difficulty in academic achievement
Reading - Student was having difficulty in reading

Repeat grades - Student had improved grades for the repeat year
Sped services - Students verified for special education services
1994-95 grade - Student's grade level at the of the interview
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Findings from the Study

Gender - Table 1

While this study was not composed of a random sample
of retained students, the ratio of females to males is in line
with the ratios described by Abidin, Galaday, and Howerton
(1971), Donofrio (1977), and Walker (1984) where studies
show the ratios of males to females retained being from 2 to 1
up to 9 to 1. This study included five females and 17 males for
a ratio of 3.4 to 1. Beyond being females, this subgroup did not
have any other consistent similarities, except that they all
came from nuclear families. They ranged in age of school
entrance from 4 years 11 months to 5 years 6 months and the
range of their ages was similar to that of the males. There
were expected individual differences, but the most noticeable
in regard to their recommendations for retention was that
while one female student, Student A, had satisfactory grades,
the parent requested the retention since she didn't feel that
her daughter was doing well enough. And, one female student,
Student F, had satisfactory grades, but was retained for
reasons of maturity. Immaturity was noted for several of the
students, both female and male, but these two students were
the only students retained where underachievement was not an

expressed concern of the school.
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Age - Table 1

The average age of school entrance for this group was 5
years 2 months old. They were all within the expected age for
school entrance, but 13 of the 22 students had summer or early
fall (June through September) birthdays. The age range of the
study group was from 4 years 11 months to 5 years 9 months -
a span of almost year. The age range of the study group does
not include any students also normally found in a kindergarten
class who are closer to six years old, or already six years old.
Shepard and Smith (1986) have reported younger children to be
at a higher risk for retention (p. 79).

Grade Level Retained - Table 2

Grade level at the time of retention for the students in
this study was predominantly in the early primary grades. Six
students were retained in kindergarten; seven students in first
grade; six students in second grade; and three in third grade.
While, fourth, fifth, and sixth grade students had been retained
during the same years as the students in the study group,
retention as a practice was more prevalent in the early grades.

Shepard and Smith (1989) have reported that often in the
research literature, kindergarten retention is considered
separately from retention at upper grade levels because it is

considered to be a preventative treatment for immaturity, thus
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the populations and social effects are thought to be different
(p. 64). Kindergarten students were not considered separately
in this study because pre-academic skills were considered in
the recommendations for retention. Further, the feelings and
attitudes expressed by students retained in kindergarten in

this study were not found to be any different from those of

students retained in grades 1 - 3.

Year of Retention - Table 2

Three of the students were retained in 1985, six in 1986,
three in 1987, seven in 1988, and three in 1989. Since the
interviews were all conducted during the second semester of
the 1994-85 school year, a considerable quantity of follow-up

information from school records was available for each

student.

Recommendation for Retention - Table 2

The recommendation to retain was made by the school
for 18 of the students in the study group, while the parent(s)
of four of the students requested that their children be heid
back. The only noticeable difference among the students who
were retained by parental request was that one student

(Student A) had satisfactory grades. This was discussed in the
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section on gender. The other three students who were retained

by parental request did not have satisfactory grades.

Academic Achievement, Reading Achievement.
and Repeat Grades - Table 2

From the students' school records, below average
achievement was indicated for all but two of the retained
students, Students A and F. Despite satisfactory grades,
Student A's parent requested retention and Student F was
retained for reasons of immaturity only. Language
development and reading were the most prevalent areas of
academic difficulty according to the school records. Those
students whose grades specifically indicated reading problems
were identified on Table 2. All of the students who had
academic problems also had reading difficulties, except
Students G, I, and S. All of the students in this study had
higher grades during their repeat year as compared to the year
they were retained. And, as Medway and Rose point out, "nearly
all retained children do show some achievement score gains

after repeating" (1986, p. 158).

Special Education_Services - Table 2
Ten of the 22 students in the study received special

education services during at least some part of their school
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years. Eight of the students were verified to receive services

prior to being retained.

1994-95 Grade Level - Table 2

While the students in this study were all retained in
grades K - 3, at the time of their interviews, they were
enrolled in fifth grade to eleventh grade, and ranged in age
from 11 years to 18 years old. Student A was the youngest
participant and Student G was the oldest participant. There
did not appear to be any relationship between grade level
retained and the students' feelings about retention. Nor did the
grade ievel at the time of the interview appear to be a

meaningful factor in the students' attitudes and feelings about

retention.

Home Situation Categories - Table 1

The categories relating to home situations at the time of
retention included family structure, whether or not the mother
worked, and parents' type of employment. Thirteen of the
retained students came from homes where both parents
resided. Two of the students were from blended families:
Student M and Student S both have step-fathers and step-
siblings. Student O's mother had been previously married so he

has an older step-brother, but he was included in the nuclear
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family count since he lives with both of his natural parents.
Seven of the students had single mothers at the time of
retention, although not all seven mothers have remained single
since the time of their child's retention. Also, one of the
factors included in the previously referred to list from Abidin,
Galaday, and Howerton (1971), Donofrio (1977), and Walker
(1984) for being at risk for retention was that the student's
mother worked. In this study, 19 of the 22 students had
working mothers at the time of retention.

In all but one case, the parents of the students in this
study have "blue collar" jobs. Eighteen of the students' parents
work at local industries. Research by Rose, Medway, Cantrell,
and Marus (1983) has shown that while there are other factors
that correlate with being at risk for retention, blacks, boys,
Spanish-speaking children, economically disadvantaged
students, and children whose parent(s) had less than 12 years
of education are at highest risk to be retained (p. 203).

The school entry level age for the students in this study
was previously delineated in the findings of the study, but not
in reference to the economic implications. For those parents
who are struggling financially, entrance into kindergarten
reduces the cost of day care by half. In this school system, an
average of 20 to 25 percent of the eligible students are held

back from beginning kindergarten. While unfortunately there
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are not statistics available on the parents' economic level of
the students who are held back, it is the sense of the
researcher and the kindergarten teachers in the school system
that the children who are held back tend to be from higher
economic standing. These children not only have the "year to
grow" often cited in the research, but they are more frequently
the children who are enrolled in private preschool settings
where they are gaining in school readiness and social skills.

it should once again be noted that during the time period
from 1985 -1990, the school system had no minority students
at the elementary level. Therefore, while some of the other
factors cited as correlating with grade retention, such as
gender, school entrance age, and academic achievement, the
researcher was unable to address the issue of minority status

in relation to retention in this study.

Parents' Feelings about Retention - Table 1

As previously indicated, a total of 12 parents
participated in this study, the mothers of 10 students and the
mother and father of one student, representing 11 of the
retained students. Ninety-one percent (10 out of 11) indicated
generally positive feelings about their child's retention. Eight
of the ten parents who had positive feelings indicated that

retention had been a good idea and there had been long-term
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benefits to their child. While Parent A had positive feelings
about retention, she did not feel it had been beneficial for her
child because of changes in her child's education apart from
the retention. Parent Q was positive about the retention, but
did not perceive it as long-term benefit to her son.

Only one parent, Parent |, expressed negative feelings
about her son's retention. She felt that the retention had
provided no academic benefits for him either during the year of
retention or subsequent years and that the retention had
negatively labeled her son at school. She stated that she had
made the decision based on the information she had been given
at that time by the teacher, but she also indicated her own
feelings of regret and guilt that she had made that decision.

Some other parents had also referred to their own
feelings of guilt or inadequacy because their child had been
retained. While some parents seemed to have worked through
these kinds of feelings, several of the parents indicated a
"sense of relief" from the experience of talking about the
retention.

All but two of the parents indicated that they would have
to really think about retention if it were recommended again
for their child. Parent M stated, "if that's what he needs, then
it's what will be," and because of loss of credits, her son has

in effect retained himself a second time at the high school
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level. And, Parent A indicated that she was considering

retention for her child a second time.

Students' Feelings About Retention - Table 1
While none of the parents expressed any negative

feelings toward the teacher from the retaining year, negative
feelings from students were often cited. Since this was a
follow-up study, it is impossible to know if all of the students
who expressed negative feelings toward the teachers had felt
these feelings during the year they were retained, or if they
developed these feelings as a result of being retained by that
teacher.

Two of the students in the study indicated that they had
been told that they were being retained by their teachers. One
student said the guidance counselor had told him that he was
going to be retained. Thirteen of students were told by their
parents; one student was told by his mother and teacher
together. This was certainly a more sensitive means of
sharing the information than reported in the Byrnes' study
where 42 percent of the students reported that they had found
out they were being retained from their report cards. Of the
students who had received the information from their parents,
only one student, Student T, indicated that his parents had

been angry with him because of the retention. An interesting
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point was that six of the students were unable to remember
how they learned of their retentions.

In general terms, 14 of the 22 students expressed
acceptance of their retentions. While two of the students
expressed more neutral feelings, neither very positive nor
negative, six students expressed varying degrees of negative
responses to their retentions. Nearly all of the students,
except Students C, D, E, H, and V, verbalized agreement that
they should have been retained. They may have verbalized that
they should have been retained because that was what they had
been told, such as Student B. Those who were retained because
they were struggling in school may have understood, even if
they were young, that they were not doing as well as their
classmates. Even young children are capable or recognizing
such differences. It seems very doubtful that children
retained for reasons of immaturity would have an
understanding of that concept at the time, for example the
struggles of Student F in trying to understand her own
retention.

According to Byrnes, despite what may be the best
intentions of their teachers, "retained children perceive
retention as a punishment and a stigma, not as a positive event
designed to help them" (1989, p. 130). The students who did

not think they should have been retained indicated that they
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did not see the point in holding them back; however, only one
student, Student H, used the word punishment in referring to
the reason for the retention.

While the majority of students in this study felt that
retention was good for them, none of these students have
anything to compare this against, and the students tended to be
vague in their responses as to how the retention helped them
beyond that it was easier or that they could do better. Even
the students who did not think they should have been retained
tended to support the concept of retention for others. But, in
fact, retention is "the only game in town" for students who are
struggling to keep up in school. Of the 22 students in the
sample, only Student J gave a response that was close to
positive in regard to retention now, and she indicated that she
"would adapt." The other 21 students gave responses in
varying degrees of negativity from "scared" to "Can | buy a
gun?"

In response to being asked what was the worst thing
about being retained, the single most recurring response from
the students was their peers and friends, even for students
retained in kindergarten where retention is thought to have
less of a social impact. The students expressed their feelings
about friends in different ways. While some verbalized the

loss of friends, others talked about having to make new
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friends. Teasing from students from other students was
mentioned, and questions from former classmates was
especially difficult for Student C who stated that she "would
have fights over it."

Despite the issue of friends and other factors, 16 of the
students in this study gave the impression of having accepted
their retentions either passively, such as Student M, or
positively, such as Student J. Students verbalized the benefits
of their retentions whether or not they have demonstrated
long-term benefits in their schools grades or achievement test
scores. As a group, their feelings may be characterized as
follows:

1. Some students seem to genuinely believe that being
retained helped them to do better, whether or not they have
actually been successful by school standards. All of the
students had higher grades during their repeat year. This may
have increased the self-confidence of some of the students. If
the student has not been successful over a long term basis, he
or she still might perceive the retention as beneficial because
the expectations of benefits were not long-term.

2. Some students may have come to believe that their
retention was a positive experience because they have been

told by others at school and /or home that it was beneficial to

them.
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3. Some students may have emotionally worked through
the negatives of their retention experience and now perceive
benefits. This is what Festinger (1957) referred to as
"dissonance reduction,” such that the individual needs to
perceive what is good in an event or experience to reduce the
level of pain or anger.

4. Some students may have given socially acceptable
type responses to an adult member of the school system,
whether or not they truly believed that being retained helped
them. The high school students knew who the researcher was
from her previous position at the middle school. The
elementary and middle school students only knew that the
researcher worked for the school system. From the
perspective of the researcher, there would be no reason for the
students not to share their real feelings, but it is still a point
that should be considered.

However, six of the students (4 males, 2 females) in this
study were very clear in expressing their feelings of pain,
anger or regret. The six students (Students C, D, E, F, H, and V)
who verbalized negative feelings about retention were
retained as follows: one (Student H) in kindergarten, three
(Students C, D, and V) in first grade, one (Student E) in second
grade, and one (Student F) in third grade. Student F was

retained because of maturity, while the other five students
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were retained because of academic difficulties. These five
students also received special education services. At the time
of the interviews, Student V was in seventh grade, Students F
and H were in eighth grade, and Students C, D, and E were in the
tenth grade.

Conclusions

The long-term grades and achievement test scores of a
number of students in this study group make a plausible case
for the achievement gains to be had from repeating a grade.
However, there is no way to determine the achievement gains
these students might have made if they had been regularly
promoted. Previously conducted control studies would indicate
that these students would have made equal to or better gains
in achievement had they been promoted. Furthermore, studies
which demonstrate the achievement gains of students
perpetuate the belief that retention has benefits to students
when in fact, these students may have shown growth in spite
of being retained rather than as an effect of retention.

There is no way to predict if retention will be beneficial
or harmful for any given student. Light's Retention Scale
(Light, 1977) was designed as an instrument to assist
educators in making retention decisions, but Sandoval's study
found that the total scale score "was not sufficiently reliable

and has little concurrent validity for making retention
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decisions" (1980, p. 442). Further, the recommendation from a
study conducted by Vasa, Wendel, and Steckelberg (1984) was
to not even use the scale as a nonpsychometric counseling aid
with students and parents (p. 448-449). The authors stated,
"Caution shouid be employed in using the scale for any
purposes directly related to predictions or decisions about
student performance and retention" (p. 449). To date, no other
instruments have been shown to eliminate "the Russian
roulette” of determining who should be retained.

Both during and after reviewing the literature on the
effects of retention, the researcher could not understand why
retention continues to be an accepted educational practice.
This study explained why to the researcher. While the
literature presents a bleak picture of the benefits of
retention, overall the students and parents in this study speak
about the benefits of the retention.

Reality is the individual's perception. For only one
parent in this study was retention not perceived as positive.
And, it does not even matter that her negative perception may
well have been based on other factors than the retention itself.
Her reality was that the retention was not only not beneficial,
but it was harmful for her child. The other parents in this
study each had their own perception of reality, but they had a

shared perception in that they each perceived retention as
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positive. Because of their perception of reality, they believe
that retention is the appropriate educational treatment.

For each student retention was like taking a nasty
tasting medicine. The student was told that it would make him
or her better. The teacher believed that it would make the
student better and the parent believed that it would make her
child better, or at least believed that the school believed it.
The "medicine” was harder for some of the students to
swallow than for others. It made some of the students feel
better and some of them did get better. But not all of the
students felt better or got better because this "medication”
called retention is nothing more than a placebo drug of
education. As previously pointed out, most of the students
indicated an acceptance of their retention. These students felt
that retention had been beneficial and they had moved on in
their school career. Yet, 6 of the 22 students did express their
feelings of the pointlessness, hurt, and anger of having been
retained. While 10 of the 11 parents in the study were
positive about the benefits of retention, one parent was not.
Thus, the educational medication of retention was perceived as
successful in this study based on the positive perceptions
shared by both students and parents. In Chapter I, this study
has pointed out that the research has not shown proven

benefits from retention. In Chapters IV and V, this study has
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shown that there are perceived benefits from the perspectives
of students and parents in retaining students at the

elementary level.

Recommendations

1. School staff should provide social/emotional support
in helping retained students adjust to both a different
academic and social environment.

2. Further study is needed on the social impact of
retention on students.

3. Follow-up studies with students and their parents
beginning the year of retention and extending over a period of
time would provide information unavailable in this study.

4. Other school districts will need to conduct their own
retention studies to determine the effectiveness of the

practice for their student populations.
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Appendix A

Transcriptions of Interview Tapes

Student A
How did you feel about being retained?
I didn't like it because now I'm in a grade behind where |
should be.
Was it a good idea for you to stay in kindergarten?
Yes, because | think if | wouldn't have been, | wouldn't
have been ready for the higher grades.
Should you have been retained?
Yes.
How did your parents feel about you repeating a grade?
They felt like | really needed it.
Do you remember how you found out you were going to be
retained?
No, not really.
Why do you think you were retained?
| think | was retained because | wasn't ready to go on to
first grade.
Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the same
grade?
Yes, if they really need it.

Was it a good idea to keep you in the same grade?
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Yes, because | needed it, because | might not have been
ready.
What was the worst thing about not passing?

My friends were all a grade ahead of me and | didn't see

them.

What was a good thing about not passing?

Now | think I'm in the right grade now.

Now that you are in 5th grade, how do you feel about
yourself as a student?

I think I'm doing pretty well.

Do you think that being retained in kindergarten helped you
to do better in the following grades?

Yes.

How did being retained help you do better in the following
grades?

It helped me to be ready for the next grade.

Do you spend much time now thinking about when you were

retained?

No.

What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?

| feel sad because | could be with my other friends who
are ahead of me.

How would you feel about being retained now?
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| wouldn't really like it because my friends would jump
ahead of me again and I'd have to start over again.
How did answering these questions make you feel?

It didn't make me feel any different.

Parent ‘A
How did you feel about your child being retained?
She needed to be held back because of slow learning
problems that would have made her first grade experience
even harder than it already was.
Was it a good idea for your child to stay in kindergarten?
Yes.
Should your child have been retained?
Yes, it was done per our request. She wasn't failing. We
felt she wasn't ready to move on.
How did your child feel about repeating a grade?
At the time, she didn't care. She had been in parochial
school and the teacher had no patience with the slower
children. If they couldn't keep up, she left them behind.
We moved [Student A] to the public school system mid-
semester and had better results. She liked the teacher

very much, so the second year didn't bother her much if at

all.
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Do you remember how you found out your child was going
to be retained?

Yes. We had a meeting with the teacher to discuss how
she was doing. She wasn't failing, but wasn't progressing
as well as we would like, so per our request, she repeated
the grade.

Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the same
grade?

Yes. |If they are not keeping up with the current class, and
have a lot of trouble learning the required material, | see
no reason not to hold them back. It can only be to their
benefit.

Was it a good idea to keep your child in the same grade?
Yes.

What was the worst thing about your child repeating?
Her new friends all moved on and at times they made fun
of her for flunking kindergarten. Also, she has trouble
making friends and meeting new people, so she had to
start over for the third time just in kindergarten.

What was a good thing about your child repeating?

She had one more year of review that helped somewhat.
Her attention span is still very short and she has an older

sister that gets straight A's and she won't even try to
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compete with her, and she really has suffered through her
school work.

Now that your child is in fifth grade, how do you think she
feels about herself as a student?

She thinks she's doing about as well as can be expected.
Very big self-esteem problems.

Do you think that being retained in kindergarten helped
your child to do better in the following grades?

Not really.

Why didn't being retained help your child in the following
grades?

The school has changed their reading readiness program.
They do not teach phonics in the classroom anymore. Her
reading problems have really impaired her learning ability.
When she has a problem with reading, and we tell her to
sound it out, she doesn't even know where to start. If she
can't read well, | can't really expect her to do other things
well.

Do you spend much time now thinking about when your
child was retained?

No.

What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?
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| felt really bad about having to make the decision to hold
her back. The main reason being that | know how cruel the
other kids can be and | was hoping they wouldn't make fun
of her. Now, | don't have any negative feelings about it at
all.

How would you feel about your child being retained now?
Actually, it might be a good idea to hold her back in the
fifth grade. | really don't fell she's ready for the middle
school experience. She has not matured as quickly as some
of her other classmates. I'm worried that she'll have even
more trouble than in elementary school.

How did answering these questions make you feel?

It made me feel sort of relieved. I've needed to vent about
this for some time and maybe, at the same time, | helped

you out, too.

Student B
What grade did you repeat?
First grade.
Who told you?
My mom told me.
How did mom feel about it?
It was actually her idea to hold me back. It wasn't the

school's idea.
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There were some medical problems?

| had a lot of absenteeism because of epilepsy....I had
blackouts.

So it was a good idea to have you stay back?

Yes.

The friend part of staying back was okay?

| didn't want to leave my friends in that grade but | coped
with it.

You made new friends again... Did you get any flack about it
from the other kids?

No.

Was the worst thing the friends part or something else?
Yes friends, but | also switched schools at the same time.
How do you feel about yourself as a student now?

Very good.

Do you like school now?

Yeah.

What are your future plans?

I'm going into metals classes, then Platte College.

It has all worked out pretty well in the long run?

Yes.

Do you ever think about repeating the grade?

| don't think about it very much.

What if someone would like to hold you back now?
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it would not be a very good idea.

Would you say that it is a good idea to repeat a grade?
Yeah.

Did answering these questions make you feel
uncomfortable?

No.

Parent B
Who discussed the retention?
We visited with the teacher and he had went to Montessori.
The teacher there had indicated that his attention span
was short. We also visited with the pediatrician. When he
was in kindergarten, | noticed his unfinished work. The
teacher indicated that he was slow but it was O.K. He then
went into first grade. That teacher worked with him all
the time but she knew he was in trouble. She approached
me with the problem. | took him to [doctor] and after
testing in Lincoln he was diagnosed with attention deficit
and absentee epilepsy. My husband and | decided to have
him take first grade over again. We had our choice
between [elementary school] or [elementary school]. | let
visit with the teachers and choose. He did and he chose

[elementary school]. It also had a resource room. He has
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had to struggle all this time. He is an oral learner. This is
a problem in the classroom with his reading. His attention
deficit is a real problem. He was cured of the absentee
epilepsy.

He appears to have a real good understanding of the why of
the retention?

| went to a kindergarten parent orientation and we saw a
film about children with problems. | learned to remove
yourself from the problem and make a decision that would
help [Student B]. | took this approach with him. | also talk
to him about his problem and we discuss the problem all
the time. | try to help him understand himseif. His grades
are a lot better this year. The high school has really
helped. People's attitudes are the biggest problem. Most
people think that if they are not in a wheelchair, nothing
is wrong with them. People's attitude is really tough and
people don't understand. People's attitude was a real
problem in the middle school. | even gave them tapes on
the matter to watch. It was a real struggle. If you have a
child with this problem and support him, some people
think that | baby him.

All in all, for him it was a good idea to repeat the grade?

Yes, because he was missing lots with his blackouts. The
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Montessori helped a lot. He had lots of understanding
teachers until the fifth grade. And now he has really taken
on the responsibility of doing his own grades and
homework. He has learned to break down the work into
workable pieces. For example in 7th grade math he was
having trouble. | asked to sit in class. | sat in the class.
in my opinion, the teacher was not real forceful and the
students did not do well with this. | observed [Student B]
and also realized that there were a couple of other kids in
the class with the same problem. | pointed out to him his
posture was poor. Two days of this and he started working
harder. He improved with just this little tip. No more
problems until the end of the year and then | got calls and
| worked with him to improve. A counselor could have
helped with this problem. Another problem is dealing with
a brother or sister who has this same disorder. It is hard
to deal with. | can see where this problem is compounded
in broken homes where parental support is not always
available.

Q. Has he had any problems this year?

A. [Student B] remarked that it was hard to follow a teacher
that was reading fast.

Q. Repeating a grade was not traumatic, had benefits?
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It wasn't traumatic, | decided to involve him in the
decision because he did not like the teacher. | let him
choose and it was a good thing for him.

He has been learning and growing as time goes on?

It was a good base to start with. Because of his medical
issues the major thing was understanding. He wouldn't
want to repeat a grade again. | would like to see a change,
when a child is struggling that hard, you as a teacher need
to get to know the problem and issue. Teachers can make

such a difference in a child's life.

Student C
Do you remember who told you that you should repeat a
grade?
My mom told me that | would be retaking that same class
over again.
Did you have questions about that?
Yeah, | wanted to know why.
Do you remember what your mom told you?
She said that | had some work that | had to catch up on.
This was what grade?
First grade.
So you really were a little sprout?
Yeah.
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Did you go to kindergarten?

Yeah.

Kindergarten went fine and then first grade was tough?
Yeah.

How did you feel about being retained?

| didn't want to do it.

Was there anything specific about you not wanting to do
it?

All of my friends were going into another grade, and the
teacher that | had | didn't like her.

Did you end of having the same teacher again?

Yeah.

Was it easier the second time?

I think it was probably the same.

How about the friends that went on? Did you make new
friends?

The kids that went on to the second grade, they kept
asking why | wasn't with them and | made some new
friends but | just didn't want to be there.

Was your mom angry about it?

No, it was just something we were going to do.

Do you think that it is a good idea for students to repeat a
grade?

| don't think first or second grade, you don't learn much.
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Maybe in the third or fourth grade.

You are petite. Do you think this had anything to do with
it?

| think it probably did.

When is your birthday?

in January.

Had you already turned five when you started school?
| don't remember.

The worst thing about repeating the first grade was
friends, teacher, or boring?

Probably, the teacher.

Now, how do yoﬁ feel about yourself as a student?
(No response)

Do you have confidence in yourself as a'student?
Yeah.

Do you like school now?

Kind of.

In any way, did it help you as you look back?

| don't think it really helped. Either way, | would be where
| am right now.

So from your perspective, it didn't really help?
Yeah.

Do you think about it now and does it worry you?

It bugs me. | don't think that | needed to be held back in
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that grade.

Describe your feelings . . . irritated?

Yeah, what was the point of making me go an extra year?
Someone comes along and tells you that they want you to
do this grade over again, what would you say?

No.

Were you uncomfortable answering these questions?

No.

If someone in class were to bring it up, would that make
you feel uncomfortable?

It used to bug me because | would have fights over it. |

would get mad.

Student D
Who told you that you would repeat a grade?
My parents.
Were they angry?
It didn't bother them too much.
When is your birthday?
June 14th.
You just turned five and started kindergarten?
(Couldn't understand answer on tape.)
Why were you held back?

| couldn't read. Teacher didn't take enough time with me.
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Did you enjoy reading?

Not really, | still don't. | read better than | spell.

Did attending first grade help you with your reading?
Not really. | didn't start ready better till | got in the
middle school.

From your perspective, it didn't really help you?

| was always in resource.

Did you have the same teacher for first grade?

Yes.

How did you feel about that?

It didn't bother me, it didn't matter.

Do you think it is a good idea for kids to repeat a grade?
Yes and no. It depends on the kid and how far behind he is.
What was the worst thing about repeating first grade?
My peers.

Did you make all new friends?

I went through elementary school by myself, | didn't have
very many friends. It made me work harder | guess.
Were there any good things about doing first grade again?
Not really.

Did you understand why you repeated first grade?

My parents explained it to me.

Do you feel good about yourself?

Okay. My sister is pushing me to go to college.
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Do you like school?

| like playing sports. Sports is what keeps me in school.
Does it bug you to think about it?

I kind of just blocked it out.

We need to hold you back now, what would you think?

| would ask them why. | might drop out. | know my grades

are okay.

Did it make you uncomfortable answering these questions?
No.

Parent D
How did you feel about your child being retained?
If it was going to help him, then it was good.
Was it a good idea for your child to stay in first grade?
Yes.
Should your child have been retained?
Yes, | think he should have.
How did your child feel about repeating a grade?
As far as | know it didn't make him unhappy. | think it
helped him.
Do you remember how you found out your child was going
to be retained?
By having a meeting with his teachers.

Why do you think your child was retained?
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Because he could not keep up with the regular class
program.

Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the
same grade?

Yes, | do, if they need help and it will help them.

Was it a good idea to keep your child in the same grade?
Yes.

What was the worst thing about your child not passing?
Just hoping that the other kids would not pick on him
about it.

What was a good thing about your child not passing?

It helped him better the next year because he was
familiar with the class.

Now that your child is in 10th grade, how do you think he
feels about himself as a student?

| think he feels proud of himself.

Do you think that being retained helped your child to do
better in the following grades?

Yes, | do.

How did being retained help your child do better in the
following grades?

It helped him understand other kids' problems and it
helped him to try his very best.

Do you spend much time now thinking about when your
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child was retained?

No.

What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?

Just that | hope it helped him at the time.

How would you feel about your child being retained now?
This late into his education, | don't think it would help
him. | think it would make him feel bad now.

How did answering these questions make you feel?

| had no problem with it.

Student E
Who told you that you were repeating second grade again?
My teacher.
Why were you being held back?
Teacher said it was because | couldn't tell time.
Were you angry?
Yes, at first.
Was mom angry?
No.
You didn't think that you should do that grade again?
No | didn't.
Did you have the same teacher again?

No, | switched schools.
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How did you feel about the second teacher?

She was a lot better.

Did you switch schools because of being held back?
Yes.

Was it hard to make new friends?

It was easy.

What was the worst thing about doing second grade again?
Learning new people.

What was the best thing about doing the second grade
again?

It was easier.

Do you think it helped you at all?

Maybe a little bit, but not very much.

Do you think about it now?

Yes.

How do you feel about?

It irks me a little.

How do you feel about yourself as a student.....do you like
school?

Not very good, | just try.

Has it helped you down through the years?

Yes.

What if someone would ask you to stay back in high school

now?
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| already did, it feels the same as second grade.
Did it make you uncomfortable answering these questions?

Not really.

Do you think it is a good idea for kids to repeat grades?

Yes.

Student F
Do you remember how you felt about being held back?
| cried, a lot. It wasn't being held back that made me mad,
it was not being with my friends, but right now | really
don't care anymore. | tried to forget about it because it's
not there anymore | guess. | just put it back in my mind
and try to forget about it and move on. (L.S. but at the
time it hurt and made you angry) Yeah, it did, it made me
very mad.
So at that point in time, you did not think it was a good
idea?
No, it was not.
Do you recall, did anybody tell you why? Who told you?
| don't remember, but my parents told me and my teacher
told me and my principal told me and the counselor talked
about it to me and basically everyone told me about it. it

was so long ago. | told my whole class a week later | was
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being held back. Some laughed, some said nifty. | was the
litle one in my class.

You felt this was not good?

Right.

How did your parents feel?

| don't think they liked doing it, but | knew they thought it
was the best thing for me.

They were angry with you?

No. My parents always support me no matter what | do.
You're lucky.

Yes | am.

So, the reason was not that you weren't bright enough, you
were small?

Yeah.

When you hit fourth grade did you suddenly feel mature?
No, | didn't; | felt so awkward being in a totally different
grade, in third grade they were all different people and
then fourth grade there were only a couple of people that
were in my third grade class that | actually knew. A ton
of new fourth graders coming in. It was like 10 new
fourth graders that year . . . only about five or six people
that | knew.

So you really had two years to go through getting

acclimated again. Almost like moving two years in a row.
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Yeah.
So, you had a different teacher for third grade. . . .Would it

have made a difference if you would have had the same
teacher?

Yes, | hated by third grade teacher. | absolutely hated her.
My second year of third grade was much better. | had a ton
of fun.

Did you sluff off the second year?

No | didn't at all. | got good grades. | think | got straight
A's the whole year.

Was it easier?

It was easier. | comprehended it more and | think |
comprehend things now more than most kids in my class
now do because of being held back. | had an extra year to
gain on how to grasp things and like keep them in my head.
Sometimes | just totally forget things. (L.S. suggest that
you are bright and doesn't matter that you were held
back...give credit to yourself)

Generally, would you recommend holding students back?
Depends on the student. For me it was a great idea. For
some kids it might be the worst thing in the world to do.
Some kids just don't get it that it could help them and they
totally rebel. | know a couple of boys that were held back

that are in my class that were like that.
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Girls have a better understanding than boys of the benefits
of retention?

It depends on the age too. It does, because some boys in
my class are so cocky and if they got held back, they would
worry about their reputations. Girls just slide by. | really
didn't comprehend it was for my benefit until sixth grade
and | talked to [a guidance counselor] about it for like it
about a half hour. It was here for a purpose but it took a
lot of years to understand it.

The worst thing was losing friends and making new
friends? A good thing was that you enjoyed third grade
again?

Yes.

You've come this far, you seem to think this was a good
thing?

Yes.

If you were talking to [guidance counselor] about it, you
were not feeling great about it, were you still angry,
confused....?

| wasn't angry or mad at anyone. At one point in time, |
was mad at myself. Fifth grade | got so mad at myself. |
thought about it all the time. | thought and | figured out
that it was my fault that | got held back. That is when it

hurt. Right now, | think | am not mad at anyone. | am
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disappointed that | had to make new friends, but that's
okay because | have great friends. | am very good friends
with a lot of people. Confused? Yes, | was for a long time
and I'm glad | talked to her because | know exactly why
they did it.

(Even when we understand, it still hurts? You had no
control over it. Subject is crying)

Now, do you think about it much?

No, | don't.

You are purposely choosing not to think about?

Yes.

For the record, it probably is still bugging you?

Yes, it does still bug ma.

When you feel up to it, talk to folks or [guidance
counselor]?

Yeah.

Your dad mentioned marine biology...You like science?
Oh yeah, | love it, | can't get enough of it. (L.S. math is
tied into science, you may want to work on math)

You are a good student?

Yeah, | am, | know | am.

Do you have good study habits?

No.
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You learn because it comes easily, but maybe the math
doesn't come as easily . . . need to use self discipline with
math. Do you feel like you have the knowledge to
appropriately use study skills?

| hated study skills, because it was a repeat and | knew all
of it. It was a total review again.

Are you still required to take study skills as an eighth
grader?

Yes.

Change requirements on study skills class?

| agree, | have had A's all three years.

What if [the principal] says we want to retain you in
eighth grade again because of your size?

| probably would be thinking of some things | could not say
out loud. I'd go to the counselor. I'd ask her if she was
consulted about it? I'd tell her that it is stupid because |
have a "B" average. I'd feel that I'm ready to go to ninth
grade. (L.S. ..feelings would be the same as in third
grade........ subject is crying)

How did you feel answering the questions?

It felt like | was digging up a dead person. lt is
something, trying to think how to put it, like a band-aid
coming off. You pick at the band aid for hours and hours

and you get one side off and then you come to the side that
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is stuck to the stupid scab. And that's the part when you
start crying. It does work, you get it off. You get it out in
the open and you feel much better. | will probably think
about it again for a couple of weeks. Write about it in the
diary. Talk to [guidance counselor]. Taking the band-aid
off doesn't serve a purpose unless you take it all the way
off. This conversation helped to clear things a little. |

get it out in the open.

Student F's Parents
How did you feel about child's retention?
| felt it was a good decision. | was a little shocked at the

time it was brought up to us as a parent teacher

conference and | wasn't expecting it.

Was it later in school year?

Yeah.

So there had not been warning?

Right, though we knew she was having troubles and you
know | guess | just really never had any expectation that
they would suggest that.

So at first, it was "Oh my goodness"?

Yeah, it was a bad feeling at first because | was more

concerned at the way she would feel than the way | would
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feel. | felt a little guilty for maybe starting her too early
in kindergarten.

Was she young?

Yeah, obvious first day. She started when she was five,
plus we had just moved so she was adjusting to that.

Did you feel she was enjoying kindergarten?

Yeah, kindergarten was (O.K. Dad.....Oh yeah)

So as she was going through school, she said like....I don't
like school?

No, it was more just not mature enough to handle
responsibility and . . . . (Dad - grades weren't that terrible
as it was.) It was her . .. . (Dad....she wanted to associate
with kids younger) It wasn't her ability; it was more her
maturity.

Do you feel that is equalized now?

Yeah.

Did you have same feelings?

(Dad - Yeah, a little bit, not much. | saw her on the
playground, | didn't think it was anything major. Yeah, |
think it was a good decision.)

Was a good idea?

Yes.
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Should your child have been retained? Academically was
not so much a issue, but maturity was beneficial? How do
you thing she felt?

(Dad - At that time she was bored the second year,
repeating the same class over again. | think she was a
little intimidated by the other kids, that was a major
adjustment for her.)

Did it get at her self esteem?

Yeah. (Dad - a little bit.) During that period of time, she
carried that with her for quite a while, even up until the
seventh grade. Kids would make comments to her about it
and it really hurt her cause she would tell us about it. She
didn't like that. (Dad - Yeah it started going away more
and more all the time.)

She is discovering more who she is and can let go of that
. . . she can always look back and say | didn't like it, but |
got through it. When you found out at PT Conference, do
you recall what teacher said?

| can remember the whole thing. She had [principal] come
into the classroom. He was actually the one that told us.
And he just said that we had been talking about the
troubles she had been having keeping up and trying to get
her to accomplish things and he just said due to that we

think it would be a good idea to hold her back. | can't
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remember the exact words how he said it. Hold her back
into the third grade because that was a good time during
the way the building was set up, her class that she was
with now would be going over to fourth grade, across and
they would be away so she would be just there with you
know, it would give them a chance to adjust not only her
but her former classmates. So that was their reasoning
for waiting till third grade | think.

Did you feel angry?

Yeah, | wasn't angry at that, probably just more at myself
for making the wrong decision, cause | remember talking
to someone at work about she had sent her daughter to
school early too . . . and she had asked me before | sent her
how [ felt about it . . . and here | was saying "Oh | think it
was alright, | haven't noticed any problems." And there
here all of a sudden was this problem right here in my face
and | had to go to her and say, | made a mistake so you
might want to reconsider, but she went ahead and sent her
and she is doing fine. It is just the difference in kids and
maturity.

it is hard to predetermine. Don't think of it as a mistake,
but a decision you made at the time for the best. Look at

each case individually. Worst thing about holding her back
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was feelings you had to deal with, do you think it hit her
right away?

She cried right away. She was really disappointed. And
even that summer . . . there was little after shocks. Every
time someone would say . . . you flunked! Even at work
people would say maybe it was because of her asthma
medication or even suggest that she had a learning
disability. That wasn't the problem at all.

You had to deal with all the 'experts' as well as your own
child. At the point in time, it was hard to see any good in
the choice?

| saw the good in it. | really could . . . it is just that it
was one of those things that it was good, but you had to
deal with some negative things with it. (Dad - Even the
next year, her study habits, she would shrink from having
to work at study habits, she is still a little bit that way
but she is getting better.) Much better. That is the way
she is with math right now. Well, this is all the better |
can do. | have to work really hard just to get a "B" even in
math. (Dad - Mom says, just bring it home and work a bit
in the evenings, a little extra and she just won't do it.)

| can't say that | blame her if its math . . . what does she
want to go into?

(Dad - Marine biology.)
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Student G
Who told you that you were repeating a grade?
My third grade teacher and my mom.
Who's idea was it?
It was the school's idea and my mom agreed with it.
Was mom mad?
No, she thought it would be the best for me.
Did yo‘u think it would be the best for you?
It was okay because everybody that | hung around with was
in a grade below me.
You did not have to make many new friends then?
No, not really.
Did you have the same teacher again?
Yes.
From your perspective it was a good idea?
Yes.
What kind of problems were you having in school?
Nothing much, | wasn't getting along with the kids in my
class.
What was the worst thing about it?
Lost a year.
What was the best thing about it?
| could be with my friends.

Do you think about it now?
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No.

How would you feel about being held back now in high
school?

No.

Would you say that you were not as mature as the other
kids in your grade?

Everybody in my neighborhood seemed to be a grade below
me and they were my friends.

Do you think repeating the grade helped you to do better?
Yes.

Do you think it has been helpful since then?

Yes.

Do you think about it ever?

Not really.

Did it make you uncomfortable to answer these questions?
No.

Do you think retention is a good idea for other students?

Yes, if they are not doing too good.

Parent G
How did you feel about your child being retained?
| was for it as soon as the teacher saw he needed more
help.

Was it a good idea for your child to stay in third grade?
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Yes.

Should your child have been retained?

Yes, because he was not up to doing higher grade work and
would have got lost.

How did your child feel about repeating a grade?

He didn't seem to mind.

Do you remember how you found out your child was going
to be retained?

| discussed it with the teacher and then made the decision.
Why do you think your child was retained?

Because | told the teacher to hold him back.

Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the same
grade?

Yes, because it helps them to be equal as they are in the
same level as the grade moving up.

Was it a good idea to keep your child in the same grade?
Yes.

What was the worst thing about your child not passing?
Nothing.

What was a good thing about your child not passing?

Feel [Student G] tried harder.

Now that your child is in 11th grade, how do you think he
feels about himself as a student?

He knows that its his level of work - good.
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Do you think that being retained helped your child to do
better in the following grades?

Yes.

How did being retained help your child do better in the
following grades?

Because he understands what he reads more.

Do you spend much time now thinking about when your
child was retained?

No.

What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?

Good ones.

How would you feel about your child being retained now?
Okay, if that's what he needs, then it's what will be.

How did answering these questions make you feel?
Good.

Student H
Were you upset when you were told you were repeating a
grade?
| was upset.
How old were you when you started school?
Five.

Were your parents mad?

238
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No.

Why do you think you were retained?

As a punishment.

Really?

Well | just didn't think it was fair.

Did you and teacher get along?

No.

Did you have the same teacher again?
Yes | did.

Another long year?

Yes.

Did you get along better the second year?
A little, but not much.

How was first grade?

Different.

Did you and 1st grade teacher get along?
Yes.

Do you think it helped you repeating a grade?
Not really.

Why was that?

| already knew what was being taught.
What was the worst thing about it?
Making new friends.

Did you get teased?
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No.

What was the best thing about it?

Meeting new people.

Did you start feeling good about yourself in first grade?
It took a long time to feel good about myself.

Do you think about it now?

Yes | do.

And how do you feel?

Angry and upset . . .. It just wasn't fair.

Who told you about being retained?

Mom, who was told by the teacher.

How do you feel about school?

| like going to school.

Now that you are in eighth grade how do you feel about
yourself as a student?

| feel good about myself.

How would you feel about being retained now?

| would really be upset.

How did answering these questions make you feel?
Better. | expressed my feelings.

Any comments...do you think it is a good idea for other
kids?

Not really.




> O

o O F

OO0 > O P> O

>0 >0 >» 0 >

241

Student 1|
How did you feel about being retained?
It didn't really bother me at the time because | didn't
really know what was going on.

Was it a good idea for you to stay in kindergarten?

Yes.

Should you have been retained?

Yes.

How did your parents feel about you repeating a grade?

| don't know.

Do you remember how you found out you were going to be
retained?

No, | don't remember.

Why do you think you were retained?

| needed help.

Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the same
grade?

Yes.

Was it a good idea to keep you in the same grade?

| guess.

What was the worst thing about not passing?

| couldn't be with the kids | knew.

What was a good thing about not passing?

I'm the oldest in the class and | knew some of the stuff
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ahead of the other kids.

Now that you are in fifth grade, how do you feel about
yourself as a student?

I think | am better.

Do you think that being retained in kindergarten helped you
to do better in the following grades?

Yes.

How did being retained help you do better in the
following grades?

| guess | knew how to do things better.

Do you spend much time now thinking about when you
were retained?

No.

What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?

I really can't remember it.

How would you feel about being retained now?

Bad.

How did answering these questions make you feel?

Fine.

Parent |
How did you feel about your child being retained?

Guilty and confused.
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Was it a good idea for your child to stay in kindergarten?
No, not really.

Should your child have been retained?

At the time, with the information | was given, it seemed
like a good idea.

How did your child feel about repeating a grade?

He seemed confused and disappointed.

Do you remember how you found out your child was going
to be retained?

Yes, at a parent/teacher conference.

Why do you think your child was retained?

He didn't have the social skills the teacher thought he
would need for the first grade. He kept to himself and
didn't join in discussions.

Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the same
grade?

No.

Was it a good idea to keep your child in the same grade?
No.

What was the worst thing about your child not passing?
| feel | did irreversible damage to his self-esteem.
What was a good thing about your child not passing?

| don't think there is a good thing about [Student I] being
held back.
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Now that [Student 1] is in fifth grade, you feel he doesn't
have confidence in himself as a student?

He doesn't have a very high opinion of his academic
abilities.

Do you think that being retained in kindergarten helped
[Student 1] to do better in the following grades?

No, | really don't think it helped at all, however, it wasn't
a "hard" grade to repeat.

Why didn't being retained help your child in the following
grades?

He says he was never made fun of and | believe some of
that, but it's followed him all the way through every
grade. Sometimes | think it's "branded" him.

Do you spend much time now thinking about when
[Student 1] was retained?

Yes.

What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?

Guilt and regret.

How would you feel about your child being retained now?
| would never let it happen. There would have to be
another option.

How did answering these questions make you feel?

Relieved, although I'm not sure why!
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Student J
Who told you that you were repeating a grade?
Mom told me after the teacher spoke to her. They gave me
a choice to stay back.
Was mom angry?
No.
Did you feel okay about it?
It was okay.
Was it a good idea?
Yes.
Do you think it helped you?
The teacher and | didn't get along.
In general, do you see benefits in holding students back?
It depends if they want it or not. | think they should have
a choice.
Did you have the same teacher the second time?
Yes, and | later found out that that teacher got fired for
abuse.
What was the worst thing about repeating?
Making friends and fitting in with new kids.
What was the best thing about repeating?
| learned more and feit like | fitted in better because |
was so little.

Do you feel secure about yourself as a student?
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Yes, | like it a lot better being with my own age group.
Before | was the youngest and shortest. They started me
too early in school.

Did it help you academically through the years?

Yes, because the class before thought of me as younger,
and the new class just treated me better and |
concentrated more.

Do you think about it much?

| don't really think about repeating the grade, | think more
about the teacher because she was my worst teacher.
What if someone came along and asked you to repeat a
grade in high school?

| don't know how | would feel about that because it would
be different, but | would probably adapt.

Were you uncomfortable answering these questions?

No, | am a very open person.

Student K
Who told you that you would repeat a grade?
| don't remember.
How did you feel about it?
| didn't really care. | moved to a different school.
How did you like your third grade teacher the first time?

Okay, | didn't really her.
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How did you like your third grade teacher' the second time?
| liked her, but you have the wrong grade.

Do you think that made a difference?

Yeah. | didn't learn anything the first time.

Do you think it was a good idea for you?

Yeah. | didn't like the teacher.

Were your parents mad?

No. They thought it would be better for me.

Did you not work the first time through?

| worked, but she was a disciplinarian teacher and would
pull your arm when you did something wrong.

How did you feel about changing friends and all of that?
It was okay.

How do you feel about yourself as a student?

Pretty good.

Do you ever think about it now?

No, the only time | think about it now is because | am 16
and have a car and the other freshmen don't.

Only positive feelings about it?

Yeah.

What if they would say now that they want you to repeat
your freshman year?

Can | buy a gun? | didn't really care back then.

Were you uncomfortable answering these questions?
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No.

Do you think there are more benefits in having a student
repeat a grade?

Depends on what age.

What age do you think is critical?

Lower grades.

Student L
Do you remember who told you of your retention?
It was my mom.
Was she angry?
She was okay. She was the one that suggested it to my
teacher.
Do you think it was a good idea?
Yeah.
Why do you think you were held back?
It was, | think it was writing and my math.
From your perspective, do you think it was a good idea?
Yeah.
Were there any bad things about being held back?

All of my friends got to go ahead. | had to meet all new
kids.

Did they tease you?

| went to a different school and teacher.

248
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You said you were a lot better at math. Do you like school

now?

it is okay.

It was a good thing to do to help you down the line?
Yes.

Do you spend anytime now thinking about it?

Well, two of my cousins were in my grade and | wanted to
graduate with them. So that bothers me.

You get a little bugged by it?

Yeah.

What if someone wanted you to do it again in Middle
School?

| would be mad.

Were you uncomfortable answering these questions?
No.

Student M
Who told you that you were going to repeat a grade?
| think they told me in school, couldn't remember.
How did mom feel about it?
It was okay. She didn't like the extra running around
because | was going to a different school in the p.m. to
catch up. She did not like this.

How did you feel about it?
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It wasn't that bad and | didn't really care because | was in
the same grade as my brother.

Did you find it easier the second year?

Yes, | guess.

Do you think it helped you?

Not really, | was stuck with younger kids.

Do you like school?

Yes, some of the classes are boring like science and
computers.

Do you think you are a good student?

Okay, but some of the classes | don't put a lot of effort in.
Did it help you along the line in school?

Not really.

Do you think about it?

It isn't nothing | think about.

What if someone wanted you to repeat now in high school?
'l go to summer school. Not okay.

Are you uncomfortable answering these questions?

No.

Did it make you feel bad about yourself as a person?

No. But it was hard at first but it got better.

What do you think in general as to repeating a grade?

It really depends on the kids. They ought to talk to the
kids about it first.
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Parent M
How did you feel about your child being retained?
Mixed emotions, but | knew that it would be best for him.
Was it a good idea for your child to stay in kindergarten?
Yes, | believe so.
Should your child have been retained?
Yes.
How did your child feel about repeating a grade?
At the time and even up till he was about 12 he thought he
was stupid and it wasn't until he understood then he
accepted that it was our family problems at the time
that affected him that he got over being so hard on
himself.
Do you remember how you found out your child was going
to be retained?
The kindergarten teacher, counselor, and principal held a
meeting with me.
Why do you think your child was retained?
His father and | were going through a "bad" divorce and
his father had major drinking problems. [Student M]
withdrew into himself and wouldn't participate in class
and he didn't feel comfortable around strangers.

Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the same

grade?
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If it is needed, yes.

Was it a good idea to keep your child in the same grade?
Yes.

What was the worst thing about your child not passing?
Having another child one year younger so then they both
ended up in same class. At times we had a lot of
competition, tattling.

What was a good thing about your child not passing?
Given the extra year to become more comfortable with
people, [Student M] started to feel better about himself.
Now that your child is in high school, how do you think
he feels about himself as a student?

At times | think he still thinks he's not as "smart" as
other kids, but overall he has adjusted well and when he
wants to do well, he is fully capable of doing so.

Do you think that being retained helped your child to do
better in the following grades?

Yes.

How did being retained help your child do better in the
following grades?

It made it a little easier for him to open up and try
different things instead of standing in a corner and
watching.

Do you spend much time now thinking about when your
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child was retained?

Only when his father throws it up in my face.

What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?

Good feelings, because | knew [Student M] needed this
extra time to adjust emotionally.

How would you feel about your child being retained now?
At his age now, 16, with peer pressure and all, he would
probably quit school. He embarrasses easily.

How did answering these questions make you feel?

Didn't have a problem with it.

Student N
How did you feel about being retained?

Fine.

Was it a good idea for you to stay in second grade?
Yeah.

Should you have been retained?

Yes.

Do you remember how you found out you were going to be
retained?

Some guy came and talked to me.

Was it the principal?

Naw, | think he was a counselor or something.
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Why do you think you were retained?

| was bad at spelling.

Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the
same grade?

Maybe, depends.

Was it a good idea to keep you in the same grade?
Yes.

What was the worst thing about not passing?

A little bit of teasing.

What was a good thing about not passing?

Made new friends and better grades.

Now that you are in high school, was it a good idea?

Yeah, seems like | need to be in this grade.

Do you think that being retained helped you to do better

in the following grades?

Yeah.

How did being retained help you do better in the
following grades?

Do you spend much time now thinking about when you

were retained?

No, but my brother does. It wasn't good for him and he

really hated it.

How would you feel about being retained now?

I wouldn't want to now.

254
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Q How did answering these questions make you feel?

A. It was okay.

Had trouble with the tape and lost some of the conversation.

Student O

Q. Do you remember who told you that you were repeating a
grade?

A. No.

Q. Did your mom talk to you about it?

A. Yes, | think so.

Q. Was mom angry?

A. No, she thought it was a good idea.

Q. How did you feel about?

A. | didn't really care.

Q. Do you remember why they held you back?

A. | think he said, it was cause he was really little and
younger.

Q. Did you go to the same school?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you have the same teacher?

A. No.

Q. Did first grade seem easier then?

A. Yes.

Q. How about the kids?
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| made some new friends.
Do you remember very much about it?

No.

Do you think it was a good'idea now as you look back on it?
Yes.

What if now somebody would say that they want you to
repeat another grade, how would you feel?

No.

Did you like one teacher better than the other.

Didn't matter.

Did it make you uncomfortable to answer these questions?
No.

Parent O
How did you feel about child's retention?
We thought it was for his best interest that he was
retained. We didn't see anything wrong with it and we
thought he needed to be.
You weren't angry and had sufficient information during
school year?
We never really thought about it but then when it did come
up we could see why it did and how it progressed.
It was a good idea?

Yes, | knew it was.
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Q Should your child have been retained?

A. The only thing is that | think it should have done earlier. |
think he should have repeated kindergarten and not waited
till. ... Looking back we you know | saw the problems that
maybe he should have repeated kindergarten and prevented
some of the first grade problems. That might have helped.
He was an early, he was four and turned five after he
started school so | think that might have been a mistake.
At that point of time he started school you make that
choice based on the knowledge you have at that point.
They had that kindergarten testing and they said yes you
have a lot of kids at home, he might not get as much help
as he, you know as if he would have started so go ahead
and start him and it might have been the wrong choice.
Hindsight is a wonderful thing.

Q How do you think your child felt? Upset....

>

He . . . did not seem to bother him. Not that he let us know.
The only problem being that in church we did not retain
him so he has always been in two peer groups so to speak.
It never seemed to be a big problem. It did kind of make
the situation noticeable. Why are you in this grade in
Sunday school and Sunday school kinds of things and a

different grade in school. So | might have changed that if |

had to do it again.
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In general, do you think it is a good idea to retain
students?

In our case, it was. | think, oh | don't know if it helped. He
still has problems, but | think that it would have been
worse if we wouldn't.

So you got help but it didn't fix?

Right, right, it did help but didn't completely solve the
problem.

What was the worse thing regarding the retention?

| really don't think there was, there wasn't, we didn't have
a bad experience.

Same teacher second year?

| can hardly not remember. He had [Teacher] and then she
moved to a different grade. | don't know. No, because |
think she switched grades so | don't think he did have the
same teacher but a different teacher.

Good thing it gave him another year to work on skills . . .
good thing from the social perspective?

No, because he got, he has always tended to go with the
younger kids and since he was so young when he started he
was more with the kids of his own age then the second
time around | think. (L.S. probably made him feel more

comfortable) | think that it did.
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Now, years later, how does he feel about himself as a
student now?

He has really low self-esteem and he does have problems
with that and he is kind of a loner, but | don't think he
ever associates it with having to repeat a grade or
anything. That has really never, never ever come up. He
has never ever said anything that it bothered or why did
you let them do that to me or any of those kinds of things
so we have kind of already said that it helped in other
grades, maybe it didn't fix but it helped.

Did you ever consider at any other time holding him back?
No, no. He was always border line low. He is kind of a day
dreamer and not a really ambitious student so that has
always been part of his problem so we have never ever
thought about retaining him again. | don't know if | had the
same choice in a higher grade | really can't honestly say
what | would have done. With the lower grades you think
this is the time to do it and it might not bother them as
much as when they are older.

How did being retained help child do better - better
foundation for skills?

He was struggling with his reading and stuff and | think in
that aspect maybe he . . . it did help him because | think he

would have really been struggling had he not repeated and
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got that basic. | think that as far as age, | think it was a
good idea there too. | would never do that again. | would
never start a child that young again. | think we really
tried hard in kindergarten and we maybe pushed and pushed
him and worked too hard with him and he got by in
kindergarten and wouldn't got to first grade. We couldn't
push as hard because there wasn't the time or the, you
know, too much to keep him up and | think that is where
you noticed it where maybe we wouldn't have pushed so
hard in kindergarten we would have maybe seen it sooner.
(L.S. - he had a good support system.) Right, because we
really did do a lot of things with him, so | think that is
why we didn't notice it as soon.

Do you spend time thinking about the retention?

No, we don't really unless one of the kids tends to tease or
something, once they get angry at him and bring that up
and threw it in his face, you know.

How does he handle that?

He just doesn't make a big deal out of it and just never has
bothered him . . . that | know of! (L.S. - Feelings with the
whole family, supportive of the retention with the child.)
We did. The teacher kept us informed on how he was doing
and at that conference we discussed the possibility. That

was probably at semester. At half time she told us that




>

261

there might be a possibility we might hold him back. We'll
just watch and see how it goes and we said that was fine
and then we decided at the end that we should.

(L.S. - It wasn't one person's decision - joint decision.)
How would you feel now if someone would suggest holding
him back?

Now in the upper grades? | don't know. 1| guess | wouldn't
totally be against it, but | would probably really see if
there was other alternatives to do it or maybe tutoring
before | would say. It would be a big decision now.

How did answering these questions make you feel?
Oh...(laugh)....] just never thought about this. We did it a
long time ago. It was over with and it just wasn't
something that we brought up. | just feel it was a good
thing for [Student O] to do. So it wasn't anything negative
and that it was something that needed to be done and if it

helped him.

Student P
Who told you that you were going to repeat a grade?
| don't remember.

How did you feel about it?
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| don't remember. It didn't really bother me that much
because | had a lot of friends and | made new friends. |
like my new friends even more now.

Do you remember having trouble in school?

| don't know.

It was a good idea from your perspective?

Yeah.

Was mom angry?

No.

Are you a good student now?

Yes.

Repeating a grade has helped you now?

Yes.

Do you ever think about repeating that grade?

I have thought about it, but it doesn't bother me any more.
Did the kids give you a hard time about it?

No.

If someone would ask you to repeat a grade again, how
wouild you feel about it?

| don't think | would like it now.

Does it make you uncomfortable to talk about it?

No.

Do you think it was a good idea for you?

Yes.
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Do you think it is a good idea in general to repeat a grade?
Yes | do.

Parent P
How did you feel about child's retention?
| listened to the teachers. | thought they were doing what
they thought best.
Was a good idea?
Yes.
Should you child have been retained?
Yes, he has always had trouble in school.
When you found out at Parent/Teacher Conference, do you
recall what teacher said?
He was having trouble with reading.
Did you feel angry?
No, agreed with teachers.
Did it bother [Student P]?
| don't think so.
Would you do it again now?

| would really have to think about it now.

Student Q
Who told you about the retention?

My mom told my teacher.



o

o 0 > 0 F

> p P O0FrPO0>POPO>0> 0P

Did mom talk to you about it before she talked to the

teacher?

Yes.

How old were you?

| started a little early, about five.

Did you have the same teacher the second time?
No, | changed schools.

When you repeated kindergarten, you had to meet all new
friends, was it hard?

At first it was hard in second grade.

Did anyone tease you?

Not really.

Did you think it was a good idea?

Yes.

Why did mom want you to repeat?

| needed help and | went to a resource room.

What was the worst thing about this?

| can't drive my car.

How do you feel about yourself, do you like school?
Kind of.

Do you think repeating a grade helped you to do better?
Yes.

Do you ever think about it now that you are older?
No.
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What if someone asked you to repeat a grade now?
| wouldn't like it.
Do you think that repeating a grade is a good idea?
Yes, it helped me.

Did it make you uncomfortable answer these questions?
No.

Parent Q

How did you feel about your child being retained?

It was fine with me because he had just turned five
before he went to kindergarten.

Was it a good idea for your child to stay in kindergarten?
Yes.

Should your child have been retained?

Yes.

How did your child feel about repeating a grade?

It didn't seem to bother him.

Do you remember how you found out your child was going
to be retained?

Asked to hold him back.

Why do you think your child was retained?

He wasn't mature enough for school.

Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the

same grade?
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No, especially not in later years.

Was it a good idea to keep your child in the same grade?
Yes.

What was the worst thing about your child not passing?

No response.

What was a good thing about your child not passing?

No response.

Now that your child is in sixth grade, how do you think he
feels about him self as a student?

He needs a lot of guidance and reassurance.

Do you think that being retained helped your child to do
better in the following grades?

No.

Why didn't being retained help your child in the following
grades?

He doesn't seem to have any interest in doing good in
school.

Do you spend much time now thinking about when your
child was retained?

No.

What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?

The same as | felt at the time.

How would you feel about your child being retained now?
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Not good.

How did answering these questions make you feel?

It didn't have any effect on my feelings.

Student R
Do you remember who told you about the retention?
No, | do not.
Did you have the same teacher?
No.
Different teacher, same school?
Yes.
Was mom upset?
She thought it was a good idea.
Was first grade easier the second time?
It was a lot easier.

Do you remember having trouble with things?

Reading.
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How about friends in first grade...did they give you a hard

time?
No. | can't remember.
You don't remember a lot about this?

No, | don't.

Can you remember anything that you did not like about

doing it?
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| can remember going back to kindergarten.

Was it a good idea?

Yeah.

Do you like school?

Yes.

How do you feel about yourself as a student?

I'm not doing so good this year.

What is the problem?

Some of it is hard. | ask for help but the teachers holler
at me so | don't ask anymore.

In your opinion, do you think it is a good idea to repeat a
grade?

I think that when you are little it is a good because you
don't remember. Also | think that summer school is better
than repeating a grade.

Were you uncomfortable answering these questions?
No.

Parent R
How did you feel about your child being retained?
Okay. If it were in the best interest for him, it was fine.
Was it a good idea for your child to stay in first grade?
Yes, he wasn't able to keep up with the work.

Should your child have been retained?
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Yes. To go on, he may have never caught up, just got
further behind.

How did your child feel about repeating a grade?

Not real good.

Do you remember how you found out your child was going
to be retained?

By the teacher, going through his grades and work.

Why do you think your child was retained?

Because he was not able to do the work.

Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the same
grade?

Yes, depending on the child and the situation and time.
Was it a good idea to keep your child in the same grade?
Yes.

What was the worst thing about your child repeating?
Dealing with my son. It is still hard on him now. He has a
hard time understanding it.

What was a good thing about your child repeating?

It gave him time to mature a little more and, hopefully,
understand things better.

Now that your child is in eighth grade, how do you think he

feels about himself as a student?
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[Student R] still struggles a lot with school, but each year
is getting better. He knows that school is difficult for
him.

Do you think that being retained in first grade helped your
child to do better in the following grades?

Probably a little.

How did being retained help your child do better in the

following grades?

It made him and us sit back and realize that we needed to
work harder.

Do you spend much time now thinking about when your
child was retained?

No.

What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?

Okay. That we had made the right decision.

How would you feel about your child being retained now?
It would probably hurt him. | don't know if he would go on.
How did answering these questions make you feel?

Fine, but it makes you look back and think about what has

happened and how far we have come.

Student S

Who told you that you were going to repeat a grade?
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The second grade teacher at [school].
How did you feel about it?

It didn't bother me because of my age.
Were you having trouble with reading?

I couldn't keep up with the writing skills.
Was it a good idea to repeat the grade?

Yes, but now | am about six months ahead of everybody

now.

Was mom mad?

it didn't bother her.

Do you think it helped you?
Yes.

Did you have the same teacher?
| switched schools.

Why did you switch schools?

We moved.
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What was the worst thing about doing second grade again?

Had to meet all new people.

What was the best thing about it?

Getting ahead of everybody.

How do you feel now about yourself as a student?
Pretty good.

Did it help you then to repeat a grade?

Yes.
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Do you ever think about it?

No.

Does anybody tease you about it?

No.

Are you glad you did it?

Yes.

What if someone would like you to repeat a grade again?
| would be mad.

Does it make you uncomfortable talking about this?

Not really.

Any comments?

| didn't like the second grade teacher at [first school].
Did you like the second grade teacher at [second school]?
Yes.

In general, is it a good idea to repeat a grade if they are
having troubles?

It depends on what kind of trouble they are having.

Student T
Do you remember who told you about your retention?
My parents.
Were they angry with you?
Yes.

Did your teacher talk to you about it?
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Yes.

How were you feeling about it?

Disappointed.

When fall came, did you have the same teacher?
Yes | did.

Did you like that?

No.

Did you get teased some?

Yes.

Was the teacher positive about it, helpful?
Yes.

Did you like teacher?

No.

Better the second time?

A little.

Why do you think they decided to keep you back?
| had tonsillitis and | missed a lot of school and not too
good in reading.

Was it a good idea?

Yes.

Do you feel better about entering third grade after
retention?

Yes.

Did you make new friends?
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| kept same friends and made new friends also.

Do you think it is a good idea for retention?

Yes.

Do you perceive yourself to be a strong student?
Yes.

Do you ever think about it now?

Yes, become | am older than the other kids and | am old
enough to drive and | can take the other kids around.
Are you angry about it when you think about it?

A little bit, but not really.

What if someone came along now and wanted to do it
again?

Disappointed.

Would you be more upset?

Yes.

How does talking about this make you feel?

It does not upset me, not really.

Anything stand out in your mind?

Helped me in reading, and | got to meet more people. That

is about it.

Student U
Who told you about the retention?

My parents.




> 0 > O

O PO PO PPO P> O PO

>p P 0> 0P

Were they angry?
They told me it was a good idea.

How did you feel?

It wasn't that bad because | had to switch schools.

lot of new people.

Was it a good idea?

Yeah, | think so.

Did anyone else tell you about the retention?
My teacher.

At the time, did they tell you a reason?
No.

Why did you think they decided to do it?
Because | had a hard time reading.

Did you feel better the second time?
Yeah.
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| met a

Generally, is it helpful to do a grade over if there are

problems?

Yes.

Worst thing about retention?
Not having your friends with you.
Why did you change schools?
Changed districts.

Good thing?

| got to meet new people.
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Do you have confidence in yourself?

Yes.

Do you ever think about it?

No, not really.

Now if somebody asked you to stay back, how would you
feel about it?

| would be scared.

How did answering these questions make you feel?

It didn't affect me.

Any good or bad memories?

Bad because | have to graduate a year later. It doesn't

bother me that other people know.

Student V
Who told you that you were going to be held back?
My mom.
How did you feel about it?
I didn't want to because it would be boring.
Did it turn out boring?
Yes.
Did you have the same teacher?
No.

Did you go to the same school but had a different teacher?

Yes.
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Which teacher did you like best?

[Teacher]

Was she the first one or second one?

Second one.

Was mom angry about holding you back?

No.

Did she think it was a good idea to repeat a grade?

Yes.

Why did you repeat a grade?

Because | was getting bad grades.

When you repeated the first grade how were you grades
then?

They were getting better.

Do you remember what gave you trouble in the first grade?
Mostly reading.

When you got to second grade did you feel that you were
ready for it?

Yes, | felt ready.

What about kids? Did you have to make new friends? Did
anyone give you a hard time about it?

No, not really.

What was the worst thing about it?

I don't know.

What was the best thing about it?
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| don't know, it was easy.

How do you feel about yourself as a student?

Yeah.

Do you like school?

Sometimes.

What subject do you like?

Math and science.

Do you feel that you do better in school now because you
repeated a grade?

| don't think it made that much difference.

Do you ever think about it?

| don't even think about it now.

What if you would be asked to repeat a grade now, how
would you feel about it?

Bad.

In general, do you think it is a good idea to repeat a grade
if they are having troubles?

Yes.

Did it make you uncomfortable answering these questions?
No.
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Appendix B

To: University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Institutional Review Board
From: Lynne Swantz - ID# 224-72-1257
1. Significance of the Project: The study is a Doctoral
Dissertation on students' and parents' attitudes and feelings
about retention. The purpose of the study is to explore through
interviews the feelings and attitudes of previously retained
students and their parents about the experience of retention.
The attitudes and feelings of these students and their parents
combined with documentation of each student's school success
could provide a better understanding of the long-term effects
of the educational practice of retention.
2. Methods and Procedures: Interviews will be conducted
during the 1994-95 school year. Each interview will be
conducted at a time and place that is comfortable for the
student or parent. Each interview will be taped. Each tape
will be transcribed verbatim. Quantitative documents
including students' grades, achievement test scores, and
attendance records will be part of the data collection. To
protect the individuals who will be interviewed, no real names
will be used in this study. Other identifying information, such

as the specific elementary school attended, will not be
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included. The objective is to explore the effects of retention
from the students' and parents' perspectives without
identifying the individuals.

All materials, such as the interview tapes,
transcriptions, and my notes, will be kept in my office at the
in a locked drawer. These tapes will be transcribed by an
individual who works for the school system. She has no direct
student contact in her position. Her only access to the tapes
will be for transcribing them. Each tape will only be kept until
it has been transcribed. No one else will have access to the
tapes. Only first names will be used in interviews, so the
transcriber will not know the identities of the individuals on
the tapes.

3. Subject Population: Of the 83 students who were
retained in the school district between 1985 and 1990, 48 are
enrolled in the school district for the 1994-95 school year.
The students are presently in grades 5-12. Twelve of the
students are female and 36 of the students are male. | will
interview as many of these 48 students who are willing to
participate. | will also interview the parents who are willing
to participate.

4. Benefits: The interviews will provide an opportunity for
students and parents to express their feelings and attitudes

about grade retention. The generalized benefit will be to
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provide previously untapped perspectives (students' and
parents') on a standard educational practice.
Risks: A student may become upset during the interview
process if the experience of retention was unpleasant for the
child. I would stop the interview and help the child with
his/her discomfort. A Guidance counselor or the student's
parent will be available during all interviews to the subjects
should any problems arise.
5. Recruitment of subjects: Notes asking the parents to
please stop and see me will be attached to student report
cards. The report cards are picked up at parent/teacher
conferences and then parents can visit with each teacher. |
will have a table at the conferences where | can have an initial
visit with parents. Parents who do not attend conferences or
do not stop to see me will be called and | will attempt to make
an appointment for an initial visit.
6. Compensation: None
7. Informed Consent : Please see the attached Parental
Informed Consent Form, Adult Consent Form, Youth Assent
Form, and Child Assent Form.
8. Obtaining Informed Consent:

a. The Child Assent Form will be verbally reviewed with

students who are between 7 and 12 years old.
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b. The Youth Assent Form will be verbally reviewed with
students who are 13 years of age or older.
c. The Adult Consent Form will be verbally reviewed
with each parent.
d. Each prospective interviewee will be asked to sign
the appropriate assent form.
e. The Parental Informed Consent Form will be signed for
each student who agrees to participate.
f. Each subject will be given a copy of the assent forms
that they have signed, and each parent will be given a
copy of the signed consent form.
9. Anonymity and Confidentiality: To protect the
students and their parents, no real names will be used in this
study. Other identifying information, such as the specific
elementary school attended, will not be included. The intent of
the study is to explore the experience of retention from each
child's and parent's perspective, and to share in written form
the experiences and perspectives without exposing the
individuals.
10. Interview Questions: Please see attachment.
11. Approvals: Please see attached letter of approval from
the Superintendent of the school district .

12. Outside Funding : None
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Student Interview Questions
1. How did you feel about being retained?
2. Was it a good idea for you to stay in ___ grade?
3. Should you have been retained?
4. How did your parents feel about you repeating a grade?
5. Do you remember how you found out you were going to be
retained?
6. Why do you think you were retained?
7. Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the same
grade?
8. Was it a good idea to keep you in the same grade?
9. What was the worst thing about not passing?
10. What was a good thing about not passing?
11. Now that you are in ___ grade, how do you feel about
yourself as a student?
12. Do you think that being retained in ___ grade helped you to
do better in the following grades? 12a. How did being retained
help you do better in the following grades? 12b. Why didn't
being retained help you in the following grades?
13. Do you spend much time now thinking about when you were

retained?

14. What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?

15. How would you feel about being retained now?




284

16. How did answering these questions make you feel?

Parent Interview Questions
1. How did you feel about your child being retained?
2. Was it a good idea for your child to stay in ___ grade?
3. Should your child have been retained?
4. How did your child feel about repeating a grade?
5. Do you remember how you found out your child was going to
be retained?
6. Why do you think your child was retained?
7. Do you think it is a good idea to keep students in the same
grade?
8. Was it a good idea to keep your child in the same grade?
9. What was the worst thing about your child not passing?
10. What was a good thing about your child not passing?
11. Now that your child is in __ grade, how do you think
he/she feels about himself/herself as a student?
12. Do you think that being retained in ___ grade helped your
child to do better in the following grades? 12a. How did being
retained help your child do better in the following grades?
12b. Why didn't being retained help your child in the following
grades?

13. Do you spend much time now thinking about when your

child was retained?
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14. What kinds of feelings do you have when you think about
it?
15. How would you feel about your child being retained now?

16. How did answering these questions make you feel?
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Univers ty Department of Educational Administration

R Nebraska 1384 BS:aton Hall
S . \J. X 880638
A Lincoln Lincoln, NE 68588-0638
(402) 472-3726

IRB# 94-10-050 FB
Child Assent Form

Students' and Parents' Attitudes and Feelings
about the Experience of Retention

I would like to invite you to participate in this research study.

| am asking you to participate because you repeated a grade in elementary
school.

In this study | will try to learn about you as a student. | will ask
you questions about how you felt when you repeated a grade, and about
your school experiences since then. | will make a tape recording of my
questions and your answers.

Your parents will be asked to give their permission for you to take
part in this study. They will also be asked to answer questions. The
reason for this study is to find out from students and parents if repeating
a grade helps students do better in school. Please talk this over with your
parents before you decide whether or not to participate. '

You do not have to be in this study if you do not want to. Your
participation in this study is voluntary. If you decide to participate,

you may stop at any time. |f you have any questions at any time, please
ask me.

If you sign this form, it means that you have decided to participate
and have read everything that is on this form. You and your parents will be
given a copy of this form to keep.

Signature of Student Date

Signature of Investigator Date

Lynne Swantz, Principal Investigator Work Phone: 564-8532
Dr. Miles Bryant, UNL Faculty Advisor Work Phone: (402)472-3726

University of Nebraska-Lincoln  University of Nebraska Medical Center University of Nebraska at Omaha University of Nebraska at Kearney
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B Nebraska 1204 Seaton Hall
8 Lincoln Lincoln, NE 68588-0638
(402) 472-3726

IRB# 94-10-050 FB
Youth Assent Form

Students' and Parents' Attitudes and Feelings
about the Experience of Retention

| would like to invite you to participate in this research study.
I am asking you to participate because you repeated a grade in elementary
school. In this study | will try to learn about you as a student. | will ask
you questions about how you felt when you repeated a grade, and about
your school experiences since then. | will make a tape recording of my

questions and your answers. | will also ask your parents to participate
in the study.

All responses will be strictly confidential. 1 will be writing a paper
about the responses that students and parents give, but the identity of all
participants will be totally confidential. Participating in this study will
provide you with an opportunity to express your views about retention, and
it may help in determining both the positives and negatives of retention.

Your parents will be asked to give their permission for you to take
part in this study. Please talk this over with your parents before you
decide whether or not to participate. You do not have to be in this study if
you do not want to. If you decide to participate, you may stop at any time.
If you have any questions at any time, please ask me. If you sign this
form, it means that you have decided to participate and have read

everything that is on this form. You and your parents will be given a copy
of this form to keep.

_____ Yes, | would iike to participate in the study.
—— No, | do not want to participate in the study.

Signature of Student Date
Signature of Investigator Date
Lynne Swantz, Principal Investigator Work Phone: 564-8532
Dr. Miles Bryant, UNL Faculty Advisor Work Phone: (402)472-3726

University of Nebraska-Lincoln  University of Nebraska Medical Center University of Nebraska at Omaha  University of Nebraska at Kearney




St Unlversuty of Department of Educational Administration
e Nebraska 1204 Seaton Hall
= - P.O. Box 880638

Lincoln Lincoln, NE 68588-0638
(402) 472-3726

IRB# 94-10-050 FB
Adult Consent Form

Students' and Parents' Attitudes and Feelings
about the Experience of Retention

You are invited to participate in this research study. The following
information is provided in order to help you to make an informed decision

whether or not to participate. If you have any questions please do not
hesitate to ask.

The purpose of this study is to explore students' and parents' attitudes
and feelings about the experience of grade retention at the elementary
level. Participation in this study will require approximately 1-2 hours
of time. The process will be 1-2 verbal interviews that will be taped.

There are no risks or discomforts associated with the interview. Your
benefit in participating in the study will be to provide you an opportunity
to express your views, and the study may help to determine the positives
and negatives of grade retention. The data will be aggregated and will not
be identified in relationship to you in the Doctoral dissertation.

You may ask questions concerning the research before agreeing to
participate or during the actual interview(s). You are free to decide not
to participate in this study or to withdraw at any time without adversely
affecting your relationship with the investigator or the University of
Nebraska. Your decision will not result in any loss of benefits to which
you are otherwise entitled.

You are voluntarily making a decision whether or not to participate in this
research study. Your signature certifies that you have read and understood
the above information and have decided to participate. You will be given a
copy of this consent.

Signature of Parent Date

Signature of Investigator Date

Lynne Swantz, Principal Investigator Work Phone: 564-8532
Dr. Miles Bryant, UNL Faculty Advisor Work Phone: (402)472-3726

University of Nebraska-Lincoin  University of Nebraska Medical Center University of Nebraska at Omaha University of Nebraska at Kearney
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Department of Educational Administration
BN Nebraska 1204 g:aton Hall
. P.O. Box 880638
& Lincoln Lincoln, NE 68588-0638
(402) 472-3726

IRB# 94-10-050 FB
Parental Informed Consent Form

Students’ and Parents' Attitudes and Feelings
about the Experience of Retention

You are invited to permit your child to participate in this
research study. The following information is provided in order to
help you to make an informed decision whether or not to participate.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask.

Your child is -eligible to participate in this study because
he/she repeated a year of school at the elementary level. The
purpose of this study is to explore students' and parents' attitudes
and feelings about the experience of grade retention at the elemen-
tary level. Participation in this study will require approximately
1-2 hours of your child's time. The process will be 1-2 verbal
interviews that will be taped. None of the information gained from
the interviews will become part of your child's school records.

Your child's school records, including achievement test scores,
grades, and attendance, will be reviewed by the investigator as part
of the research study.

The benefit to your child in participation in this study will be
an opportunity for your child to share his/her feelings and attitudes
about grade retention. The information gathered will help to
determine the positives and negatives of grade retention from the
perspectives of students and parents.

A copy of the initial questions is available for your review
before signing the consent. |f the experience of repeating a grade
was emotionally difficult for your child, the interview may bring
back some of those feelings. [f your child would become upset
during the interview, | would stop the interview and assist your
child with his/her discomfort. Further, | will only conduct an
interview with either a school counselor or parent available to
assist your child if there is a need.

Parent's Initials

University of Nebraska—Lincoln  University of Nebraska Medical Center University of Nebraska at Omaha University of Nebraska at Kearney




University of _
Department of Educational Administration

Nebraska 1;184 ggaton Hall
/AR 0. Box 880638
8 Lincoln Lincoln, NE 68588-0638
(402) 472-3726

IRB# 94-10-050 FB

Parental consent Form
Page 2 of 2

Any information obtained during this study, from the interviews or
the educational records, will be aggregated and will not be identified in
relationship to your child in the Doctoral dissertation.

Your child's rights as a research subject have been explained to you.
If you have any additional questions concerning your child's rights, you
may contact the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Institutional Review
Board (UNL IRB), telephone (402) 472-6965.

You are free to decide not to give permission for your child to
participate, or to withdraw your child at any time without adversely
affecting you or or your child's relationship with the investigator or the
University of Nebraska-Lincoin. Your decision will not result in any loss
of benefits to which your child is otherwise entitled.

DOCUMENTATION OF INFORMED CONSENT

You are voluntarily making a decision whether or not to allow your
child to participate in this research study. Your signature certifies that
you have decided to aliow your child to participate and to allow your
child's grades, achievement test scores, and attendance records to be
released for use in this study having read and understood the information
presented. You will be given a copy of this consent form to keep.

Signature of Parent Date

In my judgement the parent/legal guardian is voluntarily and
knowingly giving informed consent and possesses the legal capacity to
give informed consent to participate in this research study.

Signature of Investigator Date

Lynne Swantz, Principal Investigator Work Phone: 564-8532
Dr. Miles Bryant, UNL Faculty Advisor Work Phone: (402)472-3726
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