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AN EVALUATION OF AN INTERVENTION PROGRAM
FOR SECONDARY AT-RISK STUDENTS
Kimberley K. Saum, Ed.D
University of Nebraska, 1999

Adviser: Barbara Y. LaCost

The overall purpose of the study was to evaluate the effects of an educational
intervention program on students, parents, and teachers of the program. Qualitative
research procedure was used. For the evaluation, eight themes addressed in the grant
proposal for the intervention program were explored through interviews before the
program was initiated and after one year into the program. These themes were, students’
sense of belonging (community), students’ perceptions of self, students’ values of school,
students’ future goals, parent involvement, parents’ pgrceptions of student, parents’
perceptions of school, and teachers’ perceptions of at-risk youth. The researcher found
that many students experienced a sense of belonging (community) when they attended the
At-Risk Program under study. However, over the time period of one academic year,
students’ perception of self did not change greatly. Furthermore, parents did not increase
involvement in school nor did their perceptions about the school change. Teachers’
perception that at-risk youth require interaction and individual attention remained
consistent.

The researcher also gathered descriptive demographic data including the district
data of failure rate, attendance, and discipline referrals of the eight at-risk high school
students. Data were extracted from the district’s comprehensive database to determine if

a difference existed in the failure rate, attendance, and discipline of these students between






