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The purpose for conducting this study was to determine whether there
was a relationship between selected factors and the results of Nebraska
public school bond elections. The study's sample was the Nebraska school
districts that held bond elections from 1979 through 1989 of which there were
ninety-eight. The data for examination were collected from questionnaires
and statistical directories.

Fourteen factors were investigated: amount of the bond issue per
resident student, total levy of the school district, valuation per resident
student, unemployment rate in the county of the school district, percentage of
change in the consumer price index, total square footage of the existing
school building(s) per resident enroliee, month of the election, percentage of
register voter turnout, number of times the proposal was presented to the
voters, percentage of change in student enroliments, ratio of private to public
school student enrollments, total school enroliment, school district
reorganization, and existence of a citizen committee in favor of the bond
election.

The product-moment coefficient was used to test for a statistically
significant correlation (p < .05) between each variable and the percentage of

affirmative votes. A positive relationship was found for two variables,



existence of a citizen committee in favor of the bond election and percentage
of change in student enroliments. A negative relationship with election
success was found for five variables, ratio of private to public school student
enroliments, school district reorganization, total levy of the school district,
amount of the bond issue, and percentage of registered voter turnout.
Stepwise multiple regression was used to identify the best combination
of predictors at the .05 level of confidence, and a regression equation was
developed from this study. A combination of four factors - - no recent school
district reorganization, a low ratio of private to public school student
enroliment, a small percentage of registered voter turnout, and a low school
district property tax levy - - suggested a greater opportunity for passage of

Nebraska school bond elections.



DISSERTATION TITLE

A STUDY OF SELECTED FACTORS AFFECTING VOTER BEHAVIOR

IN NEBRASKA SCHOOL BOND ELECTIONS

BY

Michael L. Ough

SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE:

Signhature

@/ APPROVED \ - DATE
/MM U May 1, 1991

Dr. Donald F. Uerling
Typed Name

; S M May 1, 1991

Signature N
Dr. Ron Joekei

Tﬁ%%%/ﬁ//% May 1, 1991

ngnature

Dr. Ward Sybouts
Typed Name

W Q%M May 1, 1991

Signature

Dr. Ken Hubbard
Typed Name

Signature

Typed Name

Signature

Typed Name

uGRADUATE COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA






